CV of Roberta Maria Bongiovanni
Born in Torino in 1962, Roberta Maria Bongiovanni got her Laurea degree with honours in
Chemistry at the University of Torino in 1986, discussing a thesis on the synthesis of
polymerisable surfactants having two conjugated triple bonds. From January 1987 to
September 1988, then from January 1990 to June 1991 she worked at the Central
Laboratories of E.N.I in S.Donato Milanese as a junior researcher. From October 1988 to
December 1989 she attended the Master Course SUrface Chemistry and Colloids at the
University of Bristol(U.K) and got the M.Sc. degree in 1990 after discussing a thesis on the
preparation and characterisation of organophilic montmorillonites, supervised by
Prof.R.H.Ottewill. Pursuing this research project, as an external student of the University of
Bristol (U.K.), in 1998 she earned her Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry: her thesis is on Small
Angle Neutron Scattering Study on Clay Systems, supervisor Prof. R.H.Ottewill.
From July 1991 to September 1992 she had a fellowship at the Dipartimento di Chimica
Analitica of the Università di Torino. From September to October 1992 she
taught Chemistry in a Secondary School, having passed the Italian National Contest for
Teaching Chemistry. In November 1992 she joined as a lecturer the Politecnico di Torino,
where since March 2000 is Associate Professor of Chemistry.
In Summer 2006 she was Visiting Scholar at the Rensslaer Polytechnic Institute in
Troy (New York) at the Department of Polymer Science.
She currently gives the following courses: Textile Chemistry, Science and technology of
Polymeric Materials at the Politecnico di Torino; Revetements Avancees for the Master Course
Materiaux Polymeres pour Technologies Avancees at Universitè J.Fourier in Grenoble (France).
R.B. worked for several years in the field of colloidal dispersions, with a special interest
towards clay-organic media systems.
At present her main scientific interests are: a)the synthesis of polymeric networks in the form
of films and their characterisation (thermal, mechanical and surface properties), in order to
evaluate the structure-properties relationships of the systems; b)the modification of polymers
through the copolymerisation with hydrophobic or hydrophilic monomers; c) the selective
modification of the surface of polymeric films both by chemical methods (copolymerisations
and grafting of hydrophobic comonomers) and by physical methods (plasma treatment); d)
interactions between polymers and inorganic fillers.
She is coauthor of 89 publications published on international journals; she is coauthor
of 2 PCT patent and 5 Italian patents. She has been attending more than fifty
conferences in Italy and abroad, giving oral talks. She is a referee for international journals
such as Langmuir, Colloid & Interface Chemistry, Polymer International, J. Polymer Science
and J.Applied Polymer Science. She was a reviewer for the projects ISTC/STCU of the VI
Framework Programme of the EC.
She has coordinated different research projects sponsored by the Italian Ministry of Research:
at present she is responsible of a research unit for the projects: 'Preparation of ecofriendly

coatings by photopolymerisation of acrylic systems in the presence of inorganic nanofillers'
(PRIN 2005) and 'Basic study on polymeric hybrid materials'(FIRB 2003-2007).
She is coproponent of two Progetti Regionali 2005-2008 sponsored by the Regione Piemonte:
‘New Li cells with nanostructured electrodes and polymeric electrolyte' and ‘Antibacterial
coatings obtained by fast and ecofriendly processes’.
She was leader of a Bilateral Italy Maroc Project (2004-2006) on ‘New Composite Materials
made of a polymeric matrix and conductive fillers'.
She is coordinator of the project ‘Functionalisation of cellulose for the reuse of waste paper in
the field of paper making and fabrication of composites ’ in cooperation with Imperial College
London in the frame of the British-Italian partnership programme for young researchers
2007-2008.
She has been leading many industrial projects sponsored by SMEs and industries (AusimontSolvay, Pirelli Labs, Pirelli Prenumatici). At present her main industrial projects are sponsored
by:
- Solvay-Solexis, Milano
- IVM S.p.A, Milano
- Centre Technique du Papier, Grenoble Francia
She has supervised 39 final year projects, she is currently supervising 3 Ph.D. thesis
concerning the synthesis and photopolymerisation of fluorinated acrylates, the
photografting of cellulose and the preparation of nanocomposite photopolymers.
She is member of ACS; she is elected member of the regional Committee of the Società
Chimica Italiana; she is member of the Italian Association of Macromolecules on behalf of
which she leads the Italian School M.Farina on Polymeric Material.
She speaks a fluent English and a good French.

